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TOTAL COMMITEMENT TO THE LORD OR
TO A SYSTEM?
M.H. Tucker

Total commitment to Christ is such an obvious biblical
principle that proof texts need not be given for most
Christians. However, total commitment to a human system
of doing the Lord’s work is a different matter. What is known
as the “Total Commitment Movement” gives emphasis to a
human system. This system or method is based on the book,
The Master Plan of Evangelism, by Robert Coleman.

In opposing total commitment to a human system of
doing the Lord’s work, we do not oppose the following:
1. Strong Scriptural evangelistic efforts.
2. Zeal in serving the Lord.
3. Praying for each other and encouraging each other.
4. High moral standards and a disciplined life.

The basic idea of The Master Plan of Evangelism appears
sensible and scriptural. A person will have difficulty in
discovering objectionable material. It is only when we observe
the perverted applications of the book that we must disagree.
Even when one personally visits one of the “total commit-
ment” churches doctrinal error will not likely be heard.

The following statements from The Master Plan of
Evangelism have become the basis of the “total commitment”
movement.

“Some system must be found whereby every convert is
given a Christian friend to follow until such time as he can
lead another. The counselor should stay with the new believer
as much as possible, studying the Bible and praying
together...” (p. 48).

“Building men is not easy. It requires constant personal
attention, much like a father gives his children.... It can only
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be done by persons staying right with those they seek to
lead” (p. 47).

“We have to make it a practice to meet with them and
hear how things are going.... Keep a record somewhere of
their progress.” (p. 123)

It is difficult to find any fault with the above statements,
isn’t it? The problem comes from the perverted application
of the statements. : .

It is assumed that the leader must constantly supervise,
correct, and check on the growth of the new convert. Often a
schedule of his time is made out by the leader. This includes
sleep, recreation, food, quiet time and soul talks. Psycho-
logical pressure is used to enforce these. The Master Plan
states, “There was nothing haphazard about His life -- no
wasted energy, not an idle word, He was on business for God
(Lk. 2:49). He lived, He died, He rose again according to a
schedule”. (p. 18) While this is an accurate description
of Christ’s life, does it follow that a human leader has a right
to determine such a schedule for his followers?

A look at the following two letters should open our eyes
to what this system often leads to. These letters appeared in a
newspaper in Gainesville, Fla.:

Editor: As a parent of a daughter who was involved with
the Crossroads Church of Christ, I need to comment on your
recent article.

I watched my child change from a vibrant, vivacious
person into a programed robot. She lived in fear of Chuck
Lucas, his disciples, and the church, doing everything she was
programed to do for 1% years. During that period of time all
my efforts to detach her from this group, including a letter to
Lucas (which was never answered), were futile, which left me
utterly despondent and frustrated.

Demands on her time and money were (made) by Lucas
and his group. The alternative being -- fear and hell. How
outrageous to impose these pressures on a college student,
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who has little money and is concentrating on an education to
shape her future.

My prayers were answered for my child. Hopefully, as a
result of your article, one or two sons or daughters will be
saved from the Crossroads church.

Mrs. Helen Tsotsos
Clearwater

Editor: Your report on the teachings and incidents (of
the Crossroads Church) paralieled those of our son’s expe-
rience. It was almost as though you were relaying his personal
experiences at' the Crossroads Church of Christ when he first
entered the University of Florida, in 1975.

Our son grew up in the Church of Christ. His father was
a Deacon. We consider ourselves devout members -- the true
Church of Christ has no separate doctrine, no creeds -- the
Bible is its sole source or guide.

Our son was thrilled to leamn of such a big, beautiful
church in Gainesville and placed membership there imme-
diately. He was assigned a “prayer partner,” junior in age and
limited experience in the church; less knowledge of Biblical
teachings. This is when he first started to doubt and question.
He talked to us about his doubts and fears -- about how
“structural” the Crossroads religion was. He was expected
to report to his “prayer partner” regularly to “confess his
sins.” He was told he should attend the “soul talks” even at
the expense of his education and part-time employment.
They resented his questions and would not respond. They
resented his keeping the advice and counsel of his parents,
other ministers, elders, deacons, etc.

It was all very tragic and nearly “blew” his mind. We
talked to him night after night via telephone and one night he
called our minister and talked for over an hour.

When he rebelled, they ostracized him. They told hié
peers to shun and shame him. Fortunately this story has a
happy ending. Our son left the Crossroads church and placed
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membership with the University Avenue Church of Christ in
Gainesville. The young lady he was dating also placed
membership at University Avenue a few weeks later and now
they are married and live in Jacksonville.

Mrs. Marvin Butler
Pensacola

One of the evils which grows out of the system which -
we are discussing is the shifting of authority from elders to
the authority of the leader or “spiritual advisors”. While this
is denied, it is , in fact, taught in The Master Plan. In trying
to influence Christians to follow The Master Plan; it is stated,
“if we can’t begin at the top, then let us begin where we are
and train a few of the lowly to become the great.” (p. 36).

The development of such “total commitment” leaders
often comes through group meetings which are beyond the
regularly scheduled meetings. ‘“During these informal
gatherings we can study the Bible, pray, and in general share
with one another our deepest burdens and desires. It is not
necessary to broadcast what is being done.” (p. 118)

The following is from the pen of T. Pierce Brown. He
was once the preacher in a congregation where this movement
was strong:

“Suppose you are a young person, enrolled in a
college, seeking for truth. You yearn for authoritative
statements from one who has correct information and
knows where he is going (p. 117). I knock on your door
and introduce you to Christ. If you do not already
believe in Him, I prove to you that He has authority in
heaven and on earth, and wants to be the Lord of your
life as well as the Saviour of your soul. In fact, I em-

. phasize the Lordship of Christ in a more emphatic way
that it involves being totally committed to Him. In a
world of doubt and insecurity, this has a tremendous
appeal to you, especially if you are dedicated and idea-
listic. You obey the gospel, and intellectually and
emotionally are overwhelmed with the Lordship,
authority, power and love of Christ. You are especially
thrilled by my apparent selflessness, devotion, and
¢oncern in leading you to Christ. For the first time in
your life you have heard one emphasize the authority of
Christ, quoting scriptures for almost every situation.
You are especially amazed and gratified by my know-
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ledge of scriptures, as you discover that I have been a
member of the church for only a year or two. So, you |
realize that you,too,canbecome a great leader like me
in a short time, if you apply yourself and follow me
properly. I help you to see your capacity to become a
leader, not merely a follower, as I assure you that I am
willing to continue to give you my guidance in making a
sensible application of any scripture that my seem too
- hard to understand or do. Before I baptized you, I
pointed out the necessity of denial of self, and such
passages as Luke 14:26, “If any man cometh unto me,
and hateth not his own father, and mother and wife and
children and brothers and sisters, yea, and his own life
also, he cannot be my disciple.” I have requested you to
memorize it, which you do. You wake up and go to bed
with it foremost in your mind. So we have scheduled for
you a life of self-denial that involves soul talks,
devotional programs, quiet times, and whatever else we
choose for your spiritual development. You gladly
accept it, for you know they are all designed for your
good. You have a birthday coming up. Your mother and
father plan a party for you as they have all of your life.
But the party conflicts with one of the soul talks we
have scheduled for you. Your love for your parents, and
the fact that you would like to be with them on this
special occasion, leaves you slightly disturbed at this
conflict. You come to me and ask me what you should
do. I reply, “Remember, I am not your authority. The
Lord is. Quote for me Luke 14:26.” You quote it, for it
was among the first things you learned -- that you must
hate your own mother and father and your own life, or
you must hate your own mother and father and your
own life, or you cannot be a disciple of the Lord. I say
to you, “I am not going to tell you you must do ANY-
THING. I am not your authority. I just want to ask you
one question, ‘Whom do you love the most, the Lord
who died for you, or your mother and father?’ ™ So,
with a breaking heart, but with a joyous gladness that
you are counted worthy to make such a small sacrifice
to show your love for Christ, you tell your parents, “I
can’t come.” They are hurt and amazed. They want to
know why. Have these friends with whom you have
been spending all your time lately told you that you
cannot? “Of course not,” you truthfully reply. “I have

10
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made up my own mind. Christ must come first.” If your
parents try to have me answer to the charge that I have
.told you that you cannot go to the birthday party, both
you and I deny that I have done anything soterrible! I
have only and always taught you to seek first the King-
dom of God, and have taught you certain key scriptures
that you can do and quote on aimost any occasion, but
I have not brainwashed you, or made any decisions for
you! Of course not!

But the parents are frustrated, angry and hurt.
They try to get an explanation from you and/or me, but
cannot get one that makes any sense to them -- especially
if they are not Christians. You get frustrated trying to
explain and say to them, “I could not expect you to
understand anyway, for Paul says in I Corinthians 2:14,
‘Now the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him,” and again
in 2 Corinthians 4:4, “The God of this world hath
blinded the minds of the unbelieving that the light of
the gospel of the glory of Christ who is the image of
God should not dawn upon them.’

The bitterness of your parents who are thus class-
ified as blind and unbelieving grows, and you may
eventually leave home, glorying in your willingness to
sacrifice the most precious things of the world for your
faith in Christ. Both you and I deny to the end that I
encouraged you to leave home. But the parents begin to
hate what they call the “Church of Christ” with a
passion, and may even begin to despise even the Word of
God, for at each step of the procedure, they were met
by a scripture that was too hard for them to handle. All
they know is that SOMETHING or SOMEBODY took
you away from them, and from their viewpoint made
you a brainwashed zombie.

What went wrong? Did the leaders of the movement,
or the new convert mean to do that? Probably not, in
most cases. The result came (and this is but typical of
literally hundreds of reports from all over the nation)
because the SYSTEM, and the structure of its authority
and method is built upon some ASSUMPTIONS and
an amazing multiplicity of slightly perverted applications
of scriptures. And the tragic thing is that otherwise
intelligent leaders in the church of the Lord still think it
is merely fussing over some insignificant method.

12
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What gives the book and the method so much
power is that it is interwoven with 95% to 99% truth
and basic expressions of valid principles. The trouble is
that the constant misapplication of those principles
perverts the whole system.”

14
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TOTAL COMMITMENT OR EXTREMISM?
Jack H. McGhee

Much has been written and great concern continues to
be expressed over what is being referred to as the “Total
- Commitment Movement” also called “Campus Evangelism
Ministry” or even more widely known among the brotherhood
as the “Crossroads Philosophy”. From one who dearly loves
the church of our Lord and one who has committed his life
to the building up of the family of God, the reports of more
than 150 congregations already divided over cthis issue is
disturbing and heart breaking to say the least.

My purpose in writing this article is two fold. First, to
create an awareness of this problem among the brethren in
Hong Kong, whom I dearly love, and where I presently serve
as a gospel preacher. Secondly, to point out some of the
unscriptural practices which have been identified as causing
much of the division throughout the brotherhood.

After many hours of reading and listening and studying
both sides of this issue, it is my observation that much of the
problem is the result of extremism. That is, taking good
Bible principles, applying them to a particular method of
evangelism and carrying both of them to an extreme position
which no longer reflects the true meaning or principles found
in God’s word. Another abuse that I see in this problem is an
over emphasis and sometimes even binding, one method of
personal evangelism to the exclusion of other methods. Even
those who claim they don’t bind their method, emphasize it
so strongly and push it so much that it makes others feel
guilty if they don’t go along with it. In some cases members
are made to feel (and even considered) less Christian — less
spiritual — if they don’t follow these methods.

Let’s examine some of the unscriptural practices which
follow those who have caused division in the body of Christ.
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PRAYER PARTNERS:

At first one may ask “What’s wrong with two Christians
praying together?” The obvious answer is nothing. In fact,
prayer should be encouraged. Many congregations use various
programs and methods, and call them by different names, to
promote growth, fellowship, and unity within the Church.
“Secret Pals”, “‘Agapa’, “Ladsto Leaders™, “Teenage Singings”,
just to mention a few. So it’s not the name or the encouraging
of Christians to pray together that is objected to; but rather
the abuse and the extremes which many have gone to in the
use of “prayer partner” relationships. For example, among
some groups ‘‘prayer partners” have come to be recognized as
more than just two Christians praying together. Sometimes
the two are distinguished as senior and junior prayer partners
with the understanding that the senior prayer partner is a
kind of spiritual father or mother, a type of counselor or
advisor or personal leader. The older prayer partner, although
a rather new Christian for only a year or two or even less,
tries to assume the role of a kind of spiritual shepherd. They
encourage the younger prayer partners to confess personal
sins to them. They question them about their private lives-the
use of their time, their money, who they see, where they
go, what they do, etc. etc. They do this slowly at
first until they win the confidence of the younger “partner”
and then begin to apply more pressure and try to gain more
control over their life, stressing more and more that you must
confess even private, intimate sins to another person. When
this method is put into practice many problems arise. You
have a system of young Christians counseling, instructing, and
shepherding younger Christians, rather than God’s plan of
older, more mature Christians, grounded in the Bible, giving
scriptural advice. Usually the “prayer partners” method is
promoted behind the backs and without the permission of
the leadership of a congregation. Elderships have even been
undermined by those who push this method.

CONFESSION:

Now what could be wrong with confession, you ask?
Doesn’t the Bible command that we confess oursins? Yes, but
those pushing the “Prayer Partner” concept have misused &
abused the Bibles teaching about confession and carried it to
an unscriptural extreme.Christians are told they should (some
say ‘“‘they must”) confess even personal-private-intimate sins
to their “prayer partners”. Like Catholics having to confess
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their sins to a priest. This creates pressure on Christians and
promotes faith and confidence in man rather than God and
Christ. Nowhere does the Bible teach that we are to confess
private sins to man but some brethren misuse and misinter-
pret scripture to try and justify this practice. For example: In
1 John 1:7 the scripture reads “If we walk in the light as he is
in the light, we have fellowship one with another....” This
passage is mis-interpreted by some brethren to advocate
confession of private sins. Listen to a quotation from a book
titled, “Your First Forty Days (*Foot Note)”

“Turn to 1 John 1:5-10. Read it carefully. Think
of the difference between a bright open room with lots
of windows and a totally dark basement area. In one,
things are out in the open. You can see them as they
really are. In the other things are hidden and covered by
the darkness. With this in mind, what does he mean
when he calls us to” walk in the light”? Do you see how
this fits with verse 9 and calls us to confess our sins?”

A student of the Bible will recognize how this scripture
is being taken out of context to make an application that the
passage just does not teach. To “walk in the light” does not
apply specifically to confession of sin but ratherit is a general
admonition to continue living a faithful, obedient life. Verse
5 tells us “God is light”. Therefore, it would be just as
correct to say “if we walk in God (the light) as he is in God
(the light) we have fellowship with one another...” That is, if
we continue to walk according to God’s will, then the blood
of Jesus continues to cleanse us from all our sins and we
continue to have fellowship with one another in the one
body-the church. Verse 9 does give some specific instruction
about confessing our sins.” If we confess our sins, he is faith-
ful and just to forgive us our sins...” There is nothing taught
in this passage to support the idea of confessing private,
intimate sins to a “‘prayer partner”. In fact, in the very next
chapter John explains, “And if anyone sins, we have an

(Foot Note) *Those who are familiar with our work in Hong Kong know that
four years ago we translated and printed the booklet Your First Forty Days.
What you might not know is that at that time I personally edited out all of the
terminology which is often used in connection with the extreme practices dis-
cussed in this paper. Since then I have learned even more about such misuse of
scripture and therefore re-edited the booklet a second time, removing and re-
writing other parts to further guard against any misuse of it. The new booklet has
REVISED on the front cover. I try to guard against all false teaching; yet I know
some will even misuse the Bible.
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Advocate (lawyer or go between) with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous; and He Himself is the propitiation
(satisfaction) for our sins.” David wrote, “I will confess my
transgressions unto the Lord.”

Another passage misapplied is James 5:16 “Confess
your faults (sins) one to another, and pray one, for another,
that you may be healed...” Certainly this passage allows one
the liberty to confess a private sin if he or she so chooses. But
no one has the right to probe or ask a Christian to reveal
personal, intimate sins and by no means try to pressure one
irto a confession. Pressure tacticsare characteristic of cults,
not Christianity. When you sin privately and confess it pri-
vately to God; then God forgives your sin and thats the end
of it. No more sin! No more guilt! The blood of Jesus contin-
ues tocleanseus of all our sins. Of course if you sin and it is
known publicly and you wish to repent, then you must con-
fess it publicly so others will know you have repented. One’s
confession ought to be as public as his sin is. Also, this passage
may better be understood in light of Matthew 18:15
“Moreover if your brother shall tresspass (sin) against you, go
and tell him his fault between you and him alone...” There-
fore when we sin against one another we ought to confess
our sins one to another.

EMOTIONALISM:

Again let me stress that it is not emotion that I am
objecting to. It has been my observation that we would do
good to reflect a little more emotion in our worship to God
and our concern for the lost and needy. However, there is a
danger in too much emotion and there have been those who
have taken emotion to an extreme where one’s “spirituality”
is measured by how they feel rather than what one knows
and believes and obeys from God’s word. Less emphasis is
placed on the study of the Bible and more emphasis on what
it called “sharing” or “testifying” about one’s own conversion
or other personal experiences rather than teaching from
God’s word. In order to increase the emotional level of the
group, some have been observed clapping hands during the
singing, turning the lights down or off, holding hands, etc.
etc.. While some of these may not be wrong in and of them-
selves; to incorporate them into our worship and devotional
services can be unscriptural and lead to ‘“vain worship”.
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“SOUL TALKS” - “CELL GROUPS” — “SHARING
SESSIONS” — are some of the terminology used by this
movement. Borrowed from the - denominational churches
this effort is again to reduce emphasis on the study of the
Bible. They break up in smaller groups where more “sharing”
can be done and more “personal testimony”. But this is not
in keeping with Bible principles. The Apostle Paul said, “We
preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord...” (2
Corinthians 4:6). Only in the Bible, God’s Word, do we find
“all things that pertain unto life and godliness....” (2 Peter
1:3). Why then share anything else? Also, during these
sessions Christians are pressured to “open up” and confess
personal weaknesses.

HYPER-CRITICISM AND JUDGEMENT:

Those who refuse to follow these unscriptural methods
of evangelism are considered by the movement to be
“uncommitted” — “unfaithful”. Often older Christians who
wisely see through these unsound practices are identified by
the group as being “dead” or ‘“‘never really converted™. If the
congregation is not hugging and clapping and does not have
“prayer partners’’ and everyone is not “‘sharing” with someone,
then it’s considered ‘“‘dead”. This writer is speaking from first
hand knowledge about this from several conversations with
one converted by this “movement”. And yet, after all of his
accusations about “Dead Christians™, later in Bible class he
revealed that he saw nothing wrong with instrumental music,
denominations, and “couldn’t really say you had to take the
Lord’s Supper every Sunday.” Now, who's a weak Christian?
I'm all for ZEAL! Knowledge without zeal is useless but zeal
without knowledge is dangerous in the church of our Lord.

SPIRITUALITY ONLY THROUGH EVANGELISM:

This false concept fosters the idea that one is only
spiritual when “sharing” or teaching others. Their concept is
that every Christian must spend every waking hour in
“sharing”’ (by their own humanly set standards). This destroys
the Biblical teaching of different talents (Matthew 25:14—30).
Not everyone has the same talent. Not everyone serves the
same function in the body. We are all different members (I
Corinthians 12:14—29) having different functions. In fact
Paul specifically taught that not everyone is a teacher vs. 29.
James also taught “Let not many of you be teachers...”
James 3:1.

24



THER BT H AN S NN

MR TREATH, N ERM b REAS LS
HENTEE o et WHERF LM TRBOTY, - B —
BEEERERGAGREWMEREAE 2 : 85 11-12093H
i TREB A FER L. T ANBIHEEE  —%RMIE
MR o AL AGBHE » hRHHEEERA > RENS o

BN AR50 F B EREEHME S BANSE i)
HENEZENR - A ESRnBEE A A TEFSL RSB
S RyiE LeRB I R - B AN BE R B Y 3R ES Ay IR IE I
AIETBAMITE - BE S HOHRERS— M@ ECER
HR# - BHBREGOFEFRBATRIELMEGLE MK
M E—FACAEBHRBERET - REGEREMALIBS S
HHE - B — )T BT MMIBH THE

EEEPFUAEBRAGEEBNELEEAME R 8
REEHEBHREXBRESRSIIIL TS L/BRG ( RE
BEr ) HEEEBMEE o B384 RENERLK » @3
KA HGET - ESR MBS LLMEE - #5 RS Wb il
FE o fFIH BIEE 6 BRI 3 & th R B HIBIE - B
BB OHERGRZ HibeI REM DB T M7 o IR K% > &
B0 BB - ARfINEEEMSEE  REFSHMD
EEHBA - I EBRRONE— - BAMHRTHEZES
AR - RAEEERLEERAIN— LR FBEMBEHALEE
REFHREFHBRERBES B A HFEME - RS LTH
&£,

25



WOMEN LEADING PRAYER AND TEACHING IN THE
PRESENCE OF MEN:

It is common among their “soul talks” or “sharing
sessions” for girls to be allowed to lead in prayer. Also, the
women are allowed to lead the group in these “soul talk”
sessions. However, one grounded in the Bible will recall the
word of God in I Timothy 2:8, 11—12 “I will therefore that
MEN pray everywhere.... Let the woman learn in silence with
all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to
usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.”

With more than 150 congregations already splintered
and wounded by this movement, every congregation should
be watchful and wisely observe anyone who might begin to
try quietly and slowly to encourage these extreme practices
or any other extreme measure not reflecting the true prin-
ciples found in God’s word. Where division has resulted, usually
the leadership in the congregation waited too long to object.
By then the thinking of many young Christians was so in-
fluenced by those promoting these practices that the unity of
the Church was already tragically disrupted. The end resuit
has been a breaking away from the body and beginning a new
congregation where they can do their own thing.

Much of the conflict and the reason it is so widespread
is because of young Christians who were converted on college
campuses and influenced by young campus ministers who
promote these extreme (unscriptural) methods. The students
graduate and leave school placing membership in cengre-
gations back home where they begin to encourage and even
push these practices, spreading more conflict throughout the
brotherhood. They exhibit a great zeal for evangelism and
concern for the lost but their zeal is often without knowledge
and understanding of God’s word. They lack experience and
maturity in the faith but try to fill the role of a leader and
even a shepherd over other young converts. They speak much
about love and unity but their fruit has been turmoil and
division. It is my prayer that this article will help some who
may not be aware of this problem, to identify it
before it causes division in the congregation where you
worship and serve.
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Finally let me warn against anyone making a blanket
judgement against all who have been converted through these
efforts or who might speak favorable about some of these
methods. Not everyone is aware of the division which has
been caused and not everyone is guilty of carrying these
methods to the extreme I have mentioned.
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